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LAURA VINOGRADOVA

Writes prose and poetry 
both for children and 
adults, often touching 
upon topics related 
to ethics and “uncomfort
able” ques  tions. Laura 
has won the prize in 
Kurzeme Prose Readings 
as well as the first place  
in the fairy tale competi
tion by Kārlis Ķezbers. 
You can listen to Laura’s 
works in her own 
fascinating voice on her 
website as well as on  
her YouTube profile.

• Shortlisted for 
the Annual Latvian 
Literature Award, 2021  
(novel The River)

• European Union Prize  
for Literature, 2021  
(novel The River)

• Nominated for 
the Annual Latvian 
Literature Award, 2022  
(Dad and the Dog)

• Jānis Baltvilks 
International Prize for 
Children’s Literature and 
Book Art, 2022  
(Dad and the Dog)

• Second place in the 
Children and Youth Jury, 
2022 (Dad and the Dog)

• Included in “The White 
Ravens” international 
children’s and youth  
book catalogue 2023
(Dad and the Dog)

Laura Vinogradova

TĒTIS UN SUNS

DAD AND THE DOG 

Illustrator Ieva Maurīte

Magda is a small girl with two ashblond braids.  
She was eight on her last birthday, back in the springtime, 
and yesterday was her last day in the first grade. This 
morning, Magda wakes up in a good mood, looking 
forward to her summer holidays.
This is a heartfelt story for the whole family about 
the things that are the most important and valuable in 
everyone’s life. We all guess what it is, but we can’t  
always name it. 

9879934092190
Age 7+ 
22,5 × 15 cm
48 pages

Laura Vinogradova is an unparalleled storyteller.  
Her language flows like music, and the books appear  
as if by themselves.

Illustrator
IEVA MAURĪTE

Is the author of many 
illustrated books 
of exceptional quality. 
She has developed 
a very personal artistic 
expression which 
cannot be confused 
with any other. 
An artist obtained her 
Master of Arts degree  
in Fine Arts at the Art 
Academy of Latvia. 

Lithuania

# friendship, nature,

feeling happy, family 

• Nominated for the 
book art competition 
“Golden Appletree”, 
2022 (Dad and the Dog)
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Laura Vinogradova

CROWS (VĀRNAS) 

Sanna grows up in an orphanage. 
There she meets Andrey, a Roma 
boy. Unexpectedly, Andrey leaves the 
orphanage, and Sanna continues her 
journey alone. The feelings of loneliness 
and unimportance, stemming from her 
orphanage experience, make Sanna an 
unhappy and angry teenager who, after 
arriving to the capital city and living in 
the dormitory, drinks alcohol excessively, 
smokes, and is aggressive towards other 
young people.

After several years of not seeing each 
other, Andrey finds Sanna sleeping on 
a bench in the park. He takes the girl to 
his home, and they fall in love. Until now, 
Andrey has been supported by Aunt Rita, 
who now becomes a support for Sanna 
as well.

Sanna and Andrey seem happy; they have 
a daughter, Lia, but Sanna feels that her 
anger towards life has not subsided.

Lia is already attending school, and 
Sanna resumes her neglected studies. 
However, one evening Sanna fails to cross 
the pedestrian crossing – she is hit by 
a trolleybus.

Several years have passed. Lia returns 
home from Scotland because she heard 
a man on a show talking about his life after 
receiving a heart transplant. Lia and Aunt 
Rita are convinced that it is Sanna’s heart.

Unexpectedly, his family finds Andrey – 
Roma people whom he has not known until 
now. Romani culture enters their peaceful 
lives – loud, free, very familyoriented.

Lia’s stereotypes about Roma are shattered; 
she learns to be part of a family, to have 
a strong backbone, although at school 
she experiences severe bullying precisely 
because of her Romani heritage.

Lia decides to meet the man who received 
Sanna’s heart. During the meeting, 
she encounters clear dislike, even 
disgust, as the man believes he is living 
with a gypsy’s heart. Lia leaves without 
revealing that Sanna was not a gypsy.

Accepting her Roma family, 
Lia also accepts herself.

9789934321894
Age 14+
21 × 13,5 cm
160 pages

Sample translation

available:  English

• Egona Līva annual 
award for the best 
novel of the year, 
2023 (The Crows)

Germany

# coming to age, family, orphanage,

discrimination, love, compassion
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Zane Zusta

UCIPUCI MEKLĒ MĀJAS

UCKLEPUCKLE IS LOST FROM HOME

Illustrator Evija Timma-Novika

A pleasing story about the small, brave toy owl, Ucklepuckle, who gets left 
behind at the end of a holiday in Italy. In order to get back home, the little 
owl must overcome all manner of trials as she crosses several rooms to the 
terrace where she hopes to meet the Big Gnat – the only creature who might 
know the whereabouts of Ucklepuckle’s owner, Krišs (Chris). On her journey, 
Ucklepuckle makes friends with Spider and Grasshopper, learns about 
an ants’ trap and witnesses floods in the bathroom before finally making 
it home, safe and sound. By the end of the book, children have learned, 
together with Ucklepuckle, what they should do in the event of getting lost; 
the best actions to take and the best way to remember their parents’ phone 
numbers. The book is sold with a delightful puppet theatre which will help 
ignite children’s imagination as they act out the little owl’s adventures on her 
journey home from Italy or come up with new adventures of their own. 

9789934314643
Age 4+
25 × 25 cm
44 pages

Lithuania; Estonia;

China; Macedonia

# friendship, courage,

adventures, 

learning new skills 

ZANE ZUSTA

Has written books for both children 
and adults. She began her career in 
journalism and public relations before 
debuting in literature in 2015 with her 
first children’s book, “Ucipuci/
Ucklepuckle is Lost from Home”. Her 
other titles for children focus on 
socially engaging topics, such as 
OCDS in “I am the Boss”, the process 
of adoption in “Austra, Clouds and 
the Little Bird” and manifesting what 
you desire in “Toto Uncracks a Secret”. 
Zane Zusta has also written a poetry 
collection for children “Good/Swell 
Rhymes”.
In terms of literature for adults, the 
writer’s main focus is on psychological 
aspects. Her bestselling short story 
collections “Cockroaches in My head”  
and “Cockroaches in Your Head” have 
been adapted into TV series. 
Zane Zusta has received the No Limits 
Authors’ Rights Award (Autortiesību 
bezgalības balva), her Ucipuci titles 
have been adapted into TV series and 
developed into the “Ucipuci” 
magazine. Zane Zusta has written 
the screen adaptation for her 
“Cockroaches in My Head” and 
“Cockroaches in Your Head”. 

• Nominated for Latvian Literature 
Annual Award, 2018 (Ucipuci Thinks 
Outside the Box)

• Nominated for Jānis Baltvilks 
International Prize for Children’s 
Literature and Book Art, 2018  
(Ucipuci Thinks Outside the Box)

• No Limits Authors’ Rights Award/
Autortiesību bezgalības balva  
(Ucipuci) 
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Zane Zusta

UCIPUCI DOMĀ ĀRPUS KASTES

UCKLEPUCKLE THINKS OUTSIDE THE BOX

Illustrator Evija Timma-Novika

This book tells the story of Ucklepuckle when 
she’s at home on her own one day and 
accidentally falls into a gigantic cardboard 
box. At first, the only way out appears to be 
out of the top but, as time passes, she realises 
that there are other ways of getting out. This 
is how the little owl comes to understand 
what ‘thinking outside the box’ really means. 
By following Ucklepuckle’s adventure, 
children learn about optical illusions and how 
images can change depending on how you 
look at them. The front of the book features 
a charming toy owl with wings that move from 
the cover of the book. 

9789934314650
Age 4+
25 × 25 cm
45 pages

Lithuania;

Macedonia

# courage, thinking outside the box, 

optical illusions, 

changing the point of view

• Nominated for the 
book art competition 
“Golden Appletree”, 
2015; 2018 (Ucipuci)

Illustrator  EVIJA 
TIMMA−NOVIKA

I have been drawing  
for as long as I can 
remember, but my 
interest in book 
illustration comes from 
childhood. I loved to 
make up stories about 
animals and to illustrate 
them. I studied art and 
different art techniques 
first at Janis Rozentāls 
Riga Art School and 
later at the Art Academy 
of Latvia. My challenge 
in book illustration is  
to effectively visualize 
the words so that I can 
clearly communicate 
with the viewer 
(especially a young 
one). Sometimes it is 
hard to faithfully 
translate the idea in  
my head onto a piece  
of paper, but that is 
another challenge  
I love to solve.
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Zane Zusta

ES ESMU BOSS

I AM THE BOSS

Illustrator Krista Bitmete

Let’s be honest, there is so much  
anxiety in the world. At home, at work, 
at school. “I am the Boss” explores one 
aspect of anxiety; obsessive compulsive 
disorder syndrome (OCDS). This makes 
people fretfully ask themselves ques
tions such as – Did I lock the door? –  
or imagine frightening scenarios like – 
What if I fall into a big hole? The book 
suggests some rituals to stop falling into 
these patterns (once, twice ... or four 
times as it is an even number!) Does that 
sound familiar? OCDS may already  
explicitly, disturbingly or even “unnotice
ably” be part of our daily routine and this 
book will help you recognize it. The book 
also contains some worksheets designed 
to help readers find coping mecha
nisms to deal with these behaviours. 

Illustrator  
KRISTA BITMETE

Freelance illustrator 
based in Riga, Latvia. 
I’ve been drawing ever 
since I can remember 
myself and still trying 
to have fun with each 
project I get. Overall 
I really like the mix 
between digital 
illustration and 
traditional techniques 
and it’s always exciting 
to find the right 
characters, mood and 
storyline that fits 
together and tells 
something new.

9789934092473
Age 6+
23 × 22,5 cm
64 pages

# obsessive compulsive disorder syndrome
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AGNESE VANAGA

After getting a degree  
in business 
management and 
philology, Agnese 
Vanaga had a career  
in journalism before 
moving into the world 
of children’s literature  
as an author and 
scriptwriter as well as 
running children’s 
storytelling workshops. 

Agnese Vanaga, Agate Lielpētere

PAGALMA ENCIKLOPĒDIJA

THE BACKYARD ENCYCLOPEDIA

Illustrator Agate Lielpētere

Children’s books “The Backyard Encyclopedia 
or What’s That?” and “Lots to Do in The Yard” 
have been featured in bestseller lists since 
publication and are widely loved by children. 
In June 2023, the stage version of the book 
“The Backyard Encyclopedia” was premiered. 
A sequel to the book – “The Backyard 
Detective” is coming soon.

9789934088513
Age 5+
27 × 21 cm
62 pages

Picture
# nature, humor, animals, leaving the city

• Nominated for Jānis 
Baltvilks International 
Prize for Children’s 
Literature and Book Art, 
2022 (The Backyard 
Encyclopedia)

• First place in the 
Children and Youth 
Jury, 2022  
(The Backyard 
Encyclopedia)
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Agnese Vanaga

PAGALMA DETEKTĪVS JEB KAS TAD TAS?

GARDEN DETECTIVE OR WHAT’S THAT? 

Illustrator Agate Lielpētere

# nature, humor, animals,

adventure, detective

9789934321146
Age: 5+
23 × 17 cm
60 pages

One fine day, some children come across a swan’s egg 
in their garden. Who has left it there? Who is going 
to keep it warm? Perhaps their blue grey cat could 
help the poor abandoned egg? Cat, however, has 
better things to do for a month than sitting on a swan’s 
egg to keep it warm and instead sets about solving 
the mystery of how the egg came to be left there. 

“Garden Detective”, an adventure story, is written  
from the perspectives of the four main characters:  
the British Blue shorthair cat, the pair of swans and 
a naughty fox cub. 

Baby Fox longs to be all grown up and desperately wants 
to surprise his mum with a special treat so, without letting 
her know what he is up to, sets off on a hunting spree. 
Along the lakeside, he comes upon a swan’s nest; Mother 
Swan has gone to freshen up, leaving the nest in Father 
Swan’s care. But bragging and boasting at how good he 
is at defending the nest, Father Swan actually abandons 
it, full of eggs, and goes off and pick a fight with people 
enjoying themselves along the water’s edge. While 
the eggs are unattended, Baby Fox steals one but, finding 
it enormously heavy and cumbersome to carry in his 
mouth, he absentmindedly drops it in a family’s garden. 

Upon discovering the egg in their garden, the children 
dearly wish to save the unhatched cygnet and decide 
the family cat should be the one to sit on it and keep it 
warm. They make a nest in the shed and try to lure Cat 
in, encouraging him to sit on the egg by offering him all 
manner of treats. Cat, however, is having none of it and 
instead resolves to find out who the egg belongs to. 

In the meantime, there is uproar at the swan’s nest. 
Mother Swan is aware that something is not right but can’t 
quite pinpoint what exactly. Neither of them is very good 
at counting – one, three, four, six – and they come to 
the mistaken conclusion that there is actually one egg too 
many! Father Swan wants to expel one of the eggs from 
the nest but Mother Swan is determined to hatch them all. 

An abashed Baby Fox has told his mother of his failed 
attempt at bringing home some quarry while still clinging 
to the hope that he will be able to impress her somehow 
with his hunting prowess. 

On his quest to discover whose egg it is, Cat has a chat 
with Father Swan at the lakeside. The swan becomes 
angry, believing that Cat has somehow slipped another 
egg into their nest and again claims that he wants to boot 
one of them out. 

Cat comes away disappointed but bumps into Baby Fox 
who is out trying to hunt again. Cat offers to give Baby 
Fox some quarry that will truly impress his mum, on 
condition that he takes the egg, which Cat is supposed to 
be keeping warm in the shed, back to the swan’s nest. 

So Baby Fox is given some quarry with which to surprise 
Mother Fox – a packet of salmon biscuit cat treats – and in 
exchange he returns the egg to the swan’s nest. Cat and 
the children keep track of the eggs’ progress and, when 
they eventually hatch, delight in watching Mother and 
Father Swan swim proudly on the lake with their cignets. 

‘Cat! Look! You are one of the cignet’s foster dad!’ 

Translated by Žanete VēverePaskvalīni
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Agnese Vanaga, Agate Lielpētere

PAGALMĀ DAUDZ DARĀMĀ

LOTS TO DO IN THE YARD

The book’s protagonist is a fancy pedigree cat 
whose owners decide to move out of their city 
apartment to a house in the country, forcing him 
to exchange his cozy, carpeted home for a patch 
of grass in the garden shared with all manner 
of other animals. In the cat’s company, readers 
encounter sixteen different creatures and learn 
all manner of surprising and interesting things 
about them. The creatures are the sort to be 
found in most gardens, such as an earthworm, 
a fly, a mole, a bat, a ladybird and others besides. 
The book encourages readers to observe 
the world around them and, most importantly, 
take pleasure in it.

9789934095566
Age 5+
26 × 19,5 cm
32 pages

Illustrator 
AGATE LIELPĒTERE

Agate Lielpētere is 
a visual artist, illustrator, 
and designer. She holds 
a BA degree in graphic 
art from the Art 
Academy of Latvia  
and is currently 
undergoing MA studies 
in contemporary visual 
practices, in Ljubljana, 
Slovenia. Her work can 
be described as diverse 
and witty. Agate states 
that her “bad sense 
of humor” runs in 
the family – blame 
them!

# activities, learning, family time
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Illustrator LĪVA OZOLA

is an artist and 
illustrator. She has 
studied printmaking  
at the Art Academy of 
Latvia. Her main focus  
is on book illustrations, 
however she also 
participates in other art 
projects. Ozola’s 
favorite technique is 
colored or black and 
white pastel pencils.

One day, on his way home from school, 
Clive gets a big fright because his mom 
accidentally drives over a hedgehog 
running across the street. When the boy 
examines the scene, he realizes it wasn’t 
a hedgehog at all, but a plastic bag blown 
across the street by the wind. Clive gets 
angry that this ordinary plastic bag – 
useless trash – has fooled him and kicks it 
away in frustration. However, it turns out 
that it’s not just an ordinary plastic bag. 
It’s alive, talkative, and in a very grumpy 
mood – it wraps around Clive’s leg and 
scares him. Surprised, Clive decides to 
catch it and find out what kind of plastic 
beast it is. After a struggle and chase, 
both brothers – Clive and Intars – capture 
the bag and trap it.

Cornered, the plastic bag reveals its sad 
life story: one of its handles had already 
broken off in the store, and it was thrown 
out as useless trash, failing to fulfil its 
sole purpose – to be useful, to carry 
something home from the store. It tells 
the brothers that many plastic bags feel 
the same way, drifting aimlessly through 

the streets, getting caught in tree branches, 
pretending to be fish in the sea and animals 
in the forest. Moved by the bag’s sad story, 
the brothers decide to help it, name it 
“Grumpus” and offer their friendship. 
Together, they come up with a plan to save 
the world from plastic bag hooligans, but 
their plan has a flaw: their parents know 
nothing about many plastic bags, which 
now take up the whole attic of the house.

After some time, the brothers find 
themselves in a trouble. They’re afraid their 
parents might discover their imperfect 
plan and notice their peculiar, talkative 
friend – Grumpus. Clive finds an answer 
and solution with their grandfather, to 
whom he explains the plan and what 
they’ve done. Together, they sort the bags, 
learn to fold them neatly into triangles for 
reuse, and decide to recycle the wornout 
bags into new plastic items. It seems like 
everything is resolved, and the brothers, 
along with their mom and Grumpus, plan 
to go shopping, but their mom notices 
something moving in Clive’s pocket and 
screams,“A MOUSE!”

9789934318405
Age 7+
21 × 13 cm
96 pages

• Nominated for Jānis 
Baltvilks International 
Prize for Children’s 
Literature and Book Art, 
2019 (Plastic Hooligans)

• Second place in the 
Children and Youth 
Jury, 2019 (Plastic 
Hooligans)

The book “Plastic 
Hooligans” has 
repeatedly appeared  
in the topselling book 
charts, has been 
reprinted three times.

Based on the book’s 
motifs, a theatre 
production has been 
staged, nominated for 
the “Theatre Night” 
award, and an animated 
film “Grumpus” has 
been produced.

# environment, responsibility, humor, family

Agnese Vanaga

PLASTMASAS HULIGĀNI

PLASTIC HOOLIGANS

Illustrator Līva Ozola
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The two main characters, brothers Clive and Intars, 
are feeling very down. Their newly acquired friend, 
the clever plastic bag Grumpus, has gone missing. Their 
efforts to find him are in vain, and the search for their 
friend is hindered by a gang of biking troublemakers – 
the Wheelers. They cause trouble in their neighbour
hood – recklessly riding, leaping off curbs, crashing 
into trash bins, and behaving shamelessly towards 
 pedestrians.

The brothers try almost everything to find their friend – 
they rescue a whole lot of plastic bags from dirt, hire 
one of them as their helper, and even challenge 
the leader of the biking gang, the “Wheeler,” to a race. 
After a series of adventures, it turns out their friend is 
stuck in a trash container, and despite their efforts to 
rescue him, he gets trapped in the garbage truck’s large 
bin and is taken to the landfill. At the last moment, they 
negotiate plan with a seagull, and Grumpus is brought 
back home safe by the bird. Beating all odds, Grumpus – 
looking quite battered and smelling foully – returns 
home and tells his tale of loss and adventures. The boys 
are horrified by Grumpus’ experience at the landfill, 
and a new idea forms in their heads on how to solve it.

The boys tell their parents that as part of their science 
class, they have to conduct a social study – “How much 
waste does a family produce in a month?” This means 
that for a whole month, the family must diligently 
collect, wash, sort, and keep track of their waste. 
Mom and Dad are not thrilled, but they can’t object 
if it’s a school project. The neighbors are not happy 
either – there’s currently a citywide competition for 

the cleanest neighborhood, and the Locins family yard 
doesn’t look good at all – heaps of used jars, dried
out plastic bags, and plastic cups, wrapping materials. 
When Mom goes to school to discuss the “utility” of such 
a project, it turns out the project task was completely 
different. The students were supposed to participate in 
the “Biodiversity” project and study one square meter 
of grass, identifying the species of plants growing 
there. The teacher goes to the Locins family and, 
surprised by the amount of accumulated waste, invites 
the brothers to discuss what’s more important – taking 
care to preserve various plant species or reducing 
the amount of waste produced. The meeting ends 
with an unexpected turn – the neighbourhood leader 
thanks the Locins family for contribution on winning 
the “Cleanest Neighborhood” award, and together, 
they decide to use the cash prize to set up a meadow 
and bee hives in the city center. While the everybody 
was chatting in the yard, the Wheelers were causing 
trouble on their street again. And this time, Grumpus 
decided to teach them a lesson. He hid in the bushes 
and, in a scary voice, addressed the gang members, 
then latched onto one of their faces, and when they 
fled, he flew after them, promising to follow them 
for life if they didn’t stop littering the streets. Clive 
and Intars, their parents, the teacher, all watched 
thoughtfully as Grumpus flew in the blue sky. “It looks 
almost alive!” declared the neighborhood leader. 
“He even has something like a mouth, it looks as if 
it is laughing!” Grumpus indeed floated in the blue 
sky and chuckled contentedly, pleased to have 
helped the boys and frightened off the bike gang.

PLASTMASAS HULIGĀNI. DRAUGS PAZUDIS

PLASTIC HOOLIGANS: THE FRIEND IS MISSING 

9789934318429
Age 7+
21 × 13 cm
104 pages

# environment, responsibility,

frienship humor, family
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PLASTMASAS HULIGĀNI. TAS IR MURGS!

PLASTIC HOOLIGANS: IT’S A NIGHTMARE!

Grumpus hangs on a clothesline and reminisces about 
refreshing swims with friends in the nearby lake. Clive 
and Intars also want to swim, but they learn from their 
parents that water pollution has reached such levels that 
swimming in the sea, in the lake, is out of the question. 
Although they try to persuade their parents, Aiga and 
Sergejs are adamant – it’s forbidden, it’s dangerous to 
health. What kind of summer is it without swimming? 
Mom suggests filling in the bathtub and splashing in 
there, but the boys are not happy with that. They find 
longunused swimming gear in the attic, hide it in their 
backpacks, and go to their grandparents’ to somehow 
convince them to go swimming. Along the way, they 
come up with the idea of  fishing. Grandpa agrees 
but says regretfully that fishing is no longer what it 
used to be. If fish were caught before, now only trash 
can be caught. When they arrive at the lake and see 
the devastation – how it’s overgrown, full of debris, 
oil stains, and mud, the idea of swimming no longer 
appeals to the brothers. Together with their grandfather, 
they “fish for trash” and plan how to solve this big mess.

Meanwhile, their beloved Aunt Tata, who studies nature 
sciences, has come to visit. The boys have high hopes 
that she will help find the culprit polluting the lake, but 
Tata avoids it – she has her own research and work to 
do. The boys together with Grumpus decide to take 
action anyway. Prepared for the expedition, they head 
to the lake, Grumpus dives in and tries to find the cause 
of the polluted lake. The bag manages to find out that 
a large house right on the shore discharges sewage 

into the lake. Clive gets angry and decides to punish 
the homeowner. In the dark hour of the night, he 
takes paint and writes on the house’s wall, “VILE MAN!” 
The paint slightly washes away during the night...

The next day, the police arrive and search for 
the culprit who painted “NICE MAN!” on the wall. 
Clive erupts in helpless anger at his failure and 
confesses to the misdeed. The homeowner is an old, 
kind old man whose birthday was yesterday, and this 
inscription was the only greeting he received, and it 
greatly pleased him, so he invites the boys over.

The boys, along with Aunt Tata, go to the old man 
to make him clean the lake. After the meeting and 
conversation with Tata, everyone understands that 
water pollution is not only the old man’s fault but 
the negligence of society as a whole. The old man 
promises to fix the sewage system, but the children 
and Tata repaint the wall and write some tips for 
ecofriendly living. When the wall is repainted and 
the painters need to wash up, they start splashing with 
water... and completely unexpectedly, Clive hears 
his mother’s voice waking him up from his sleep. 
Mom feels her son’s forehead and worries if he has 
sunstroke. Clive opens his eyes and sees that he is 
lying on a beautiful, clean beach, by the sea shore, 
and Intars is in the distance doing somersaults in 
the water. Clive murmurs for a moment and doesn’t 
understand what’s going on, but his mom reassures 
him saying, “It was just a dream, darling!” Hearing 
this, Clive responds: “No, mom, it was a nightmare!”

9789934317866
Age 7+
21 × 13 cm
104 pages

# environment,

responsibility, frienship,

humor, family
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9789934079788
Age 4–8
30 × 25 cm
32 pages

Laima Bikše 

GRĀMATA PAR ZILO ZIRDZIŅU

STORY OF THE BLUE HORSE

Illustrator Laima Bikše

One day, the little blue horse feels a great 
sadness and decides to help himself –  
go and find something enjoyable. Finally,  
the little horse understands that his sadness  
has turned to joy as he has helped 
the mouse, the duck and the cow he 
has met along the way. The book invites 
the readers to discuss the ways we 
understand and recognize our emotions.

# animals, fable, discussion, emotions,

awareness, antistress

LAIMA BIKŠE

is a painter, 
an illustrator and 
an author. She has 
regularly participated 
in exhibitions since 
1995 and has had 
personal exhibitions 
in Riga, Berlin and 
Leipzig. Laima draws 
and paints in a variety 
of techniques; her 
work characteristically 
involves contrast – 
gentle fragility 
interchanges with 
bright vitality. She has 
published two books 
for children and is 
currently working on 
the third one.
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Grieta Baula

MARE UN MIEGA MIGLA 

MARE’S SLEEP MIST

Illustrator Grieta Baula

Mare receives exciting news one morning – 
the city is approaching a deep sleep mist! Her 
family is thrilled because the sleep mist brings 
wonderful sleep and incredible strength. 
However, for Mare, sleeping in the middle 
of the day feels like a waste of time, so she 
resolves to accomplish something remarkable. 
This sets off a series of events that unfold 
between stubbornness and courage, sleep and 
wakefulness. This book is inspired by a lack 
of sleep and was created during a time when 
I longed for a proper rest. “Mare And the Sleep 
Mist” is not a replacement for bedtime stories; 
it’s an empowering gift that allows everyone to 
slow down in this fastpaced world, where we 
often chase seemingly important goals. Just 
like the story’s heroes, I also cherish restful 
sleep, bold ideas, pleasant conversations, and 
the coziness of home.

Author and illustrator

GRIETA BAULA

I have graduated from 
the Latvian Academy  
of Culture. While I lack 
formal education in 
visual arts, I believe that 
my sense of 
composition has been 
influenced by my piano 
playing. My journey to 
illustration grew out of 
my work in graphic 
design. I have a deep 
appreciation for 
children’s books and  
a passion for studying 
illustrations, as they 
radiate love and a sense 
of a better world –  
a place where I can 
linger for a long time. 
It’s precisely this feeling 
that motivated me to 
start drawing and create 
my own stories. In any 
book, I value warm 
relationships the most, 
and that’s the 
foundation upon which  
I build my works. I am 
fascinated by nature, 
wonders, and mysteries, 
which is why I always 
want to infuse 
something that’s 
beyond this world into 
my stories. 

9789934094194
Age 4+
27 × 21 cm
56 pages

# fantasy, courage,

persistance, self-care
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Grieta Baula

ĀBEĻKALNA NOSLĒPUMS

THE MYSTERY OF APPLEHILL

Illustrator Grieta Baula

As the train winds its way through the mountain bends, Lukas, Alle, 
and Francis arrive at Applehill – a charming mountain village where, 
as usual, they plan to enjoy a carefree summer with their beloved 
grandparents. However, upon their arrival, they are greeted by an 
unpleasant surprise – the village is facing hard times. The children’s 
fighting spirit and a sense of adventure awaken and leads them 
towards great experiences. How can they save the village? And is the 
legend of the glowing apple in the dark true? Embark on nocturnal 
adventures, experience a friendship with nature, and uncover the 
secret of Applehill alongside these brave characters! The Mystery of 
Applehill is a story of the wonders of nature, which, like the wonders 
of life, can only be seen by its friends.

9789934320606
Age 4+
25 × 18 cm
70 pages

# fantasy, miracles, cooperation,

nature protection
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Gunta Medne

OTO VISU GRIB DARĪT PATS! 

OTO WANTS TO DO EVERYTHING  
BY HIMSELF!

Illustrator Alise Landsberga

The first book in the “Oto Grows Up” series. 
It reveals how to experience (rather than 
endure) a toddler’s “I CAN DO IT MYSELF” 
phase more peacefully. It’s an engaging 
story with playful illustrations, large letters, 
and colorable drawings, which also aid in 
developing early reading skills.
The “Oto Grows Up” series is a helpful tool  
for preschoolaged children and their 
parents, navigating various challenges on  
the path of a child’s growth.

9789934095580
Age 3+
23 × 22,5 cm
28 pages

GUNTA MEDNE

is a preschool and 
Montessori educator 
who works with 
children on a daily 
basis. With a deep 
understanding of 
child psychology,  
the author can 
turn the acquisition 
of new skills into 
play and weave 
captivating stories. 
In Gunta’s family, 
her son Askolds is 
growing up, serving 
as the source of 
inspiration for 
the book and the 
prototype of Oto.

# learnind, growing up, 

Montesori pedagogy



17

Gunta Medne

OTO NEGRIB ĒST DĀRZEŅUS

OTO WON'T EAT VEGETABLES

Illustrator Alise Landsberga

The second book in the series, “Oto Won't Eat 
Vegetables”, is a humorous story about a boy 
who refuses to eat vegetables because he 
doesn't like red food, because broccoli looks 
like a tree and bell peppers are too spicy. Until... 
The boy leaves to spend the holidays with his 
grandparents in the countryside... 
The book also includes valuable information 
about the nutritional value of various vegetables, 
presented in an understandable and exciting 
manner.

Illustrator

ALISE LANDSBERGA

I have graduated from 
the Art Academy 
of Latvia Department 
of Painting. Ever since 
I became a student, 
I have actively worked 
as an illustrator and 
designer, collaborating 
with written press 
of cultural content, 
andcreating design for 
exhibitions and 
museum catalogues.  
I turned to book 
illustration after 
becoming a mother.  
An attentive look at 
the world from a child’s 
point of view has 
become the main 
characteristic of my 
style.  

9789934097560
Age 3+
23 × 22,5 cm
28 pages

• Main prize in the book 
art competition Golden 
Appletree, 2014

# healthy lifestyle,

countryside living,

grandparents
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ILIS

PUIKA, KAS SPĒLĒJĀS AR LELLĒM 

THE BOY WHO PLAYED WITH DOLLS

Illustrator Andra Otto-Hvoinska

9789934314810
Age 5–99
17 × 22 cm
184 pages

ILIS 

(IĻJA MARIJA 
BOĻŠAKOVS) 

is a husband, son, 
father, dog owner, 
native of Riga, 
philosopher, and 
publicist. He studied 
philosophy and 
theology and currently 
teaches students while 
also writing stories, 
reflections, and 
research. This is his first 
book for children.
The author of the book 
has a son and a 
daughter, and its 
message arose in 
response to all those 
countless individuals 
who have given advice 
on the proper 
upbringing of boys and 
girls. Such advice is not 
only offered by 
relatives, friends, and 
acquaintances but is 
encountered daily in 
books, movies, and all 
forms of media.

Is there a person for whom an adult would be willing to change their thinking, 
broaden their horizons, and improve themselves? Perhaps it’s a child? A son or 
daughter? We say that children make us better. And this book “The Boy Who Played 
with Dolls” speaks directly to children. If they will understand, we – the grown
ups – will begin to understand as well. Often, children have already understood 
everything before we even start teaching them.
But this book doesn’t teach. It simply invites you on a journey – to discover 
something along the way. The main characters of the book boldly venture beneath 
the surface of many topics. Clothing colours, hairstyles, jewellery, professions, 
responsibilities, hobbies, roles, emotions, and character traits are just a part of 
them. Scenes from Lauris and his little sister Laura’s daily life, both at home and in 
school, are enriched by imaginative, dynamic fairy tale and sayings. Some of them 
may seem pleasantly familiar, but others surprise with unprecedented freshness 
and will certainly remain relevant beyond the pages of the book. Lauris’ anecdotal 
counterpart – his little cousin Peter – leads us to laugh from the heart and find joy 
in a life that is neither right nor wrong.
Some people believe that dolls 
should be played with by girls 
because many girls will grow up 
to be mothers. But many boys, as 
they grow up, will become fathers, 
so it is fitting for them to play 
with dolls as well. Not everything 
that is conventional is right, and 
not everything that is right is 
conventional.
In the book, humour is 
intertwined with childlike clarity 
of logic and benign naivety. 
Through the author’s talent and 
experience, truth speaks through 
the mouth of a child.

# expressing emotions, accepting

different, overcoming stereotypes,

family reading

• PEN Latvia– one of the 
best books of the year, 
2023
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Illustrator

ANDRA OTTO−
HVOINSKA

has graduated from  
the Art Academy of 
Latvia Department  
of Painting and she  
has been taking part  
in exhibitions since 
1994. The artist has  
had five personal 
exhibitions and her 
artworks can be found 
in private collections  
in Latvia, Germany, 
France and the USA.  

“Sometimes I feel that we exist 
within multiple closed communities, 
the boundaries of which are also 
shaped by gender stereotypes. The 
manuscript of this book was crafted 
over a long period, piece by piece, 
but I see that a portion of society still 
dwells within these stereotypes and 
perhaps will perceive my work as a 
provocation.”  Ilis
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ILIS

BB STĀSTI. Stāsti un pasakas,  
stāstītas Benediktam un Bernadetai 
vienas nedēļas garumā

BB STORIES. Stories and Tales Told  
to Benedikts and Bernadette  
Over the Course of a Week

Illustrator Linda Valere

9789934326394
Age: 5+ 
27 × 21 cm
60 pages

# growing up, courage, adventure,

imagination

Ilis knows how to surprise. Just when the 
reader thinks the story is predictable, 
an unexpected twist occurs, and the 
narrative completely captivates. This book 
is also special because the author created 
and told these stories and tales for his 
children, Bernadette and Benedikts.

“The first encounter with stories and fairy 
tales happens when we are children, first 
by listening and later by reading them 
ourselves. When we become parents, we 
read stories and fairy tales to our own 
children. Many fairy tales have been 
written down in books. 

There are so many books that no one could 
ever read them all. But even so, there is 
always a shortage of stories and fairy tales. 

And then we must create them ourselves – 
about the things around us. Every object 
holds a story, you just have to see it. You 
can do it too. Try it!” – ILIS

The stories in this book entertain, captivate, 
delight, make you laugh, and touch your 
heart. That’s exactly what we expect from 
them. But watch closely – they might also 
whisper all sorts of knowledge into your 
head without you noticing, so much so that 
suddenly you’ll find yourself much wiser.

When you finish reading the book, you’ll 
be able to name all the seasons and days  
of the week, tell the Arctic from the 
Antarctic, tell rhinos from unicorns, and 
perhaps even have mastered Morse code!
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Kristīne Neimane

ODIŅI. Kāpēc vecopim sašķiebies deguns 

MOSQUITOES. Why is the grandfather's 
nose crooked 

Illustrator Evija Timma-Novika

Once upon a time there lived and hovered 
in the forest a nice and very friendly family 
of Mosquitoes, which kept a secret. The 
day the little mosquito caught a cold, dad 
decided to reveal it to him... 

9789934318092
Age 4+
27 × 21 cm
28 pages

Kāds klaudzina pie durvīm? Ā, mūs apciemot at-
lidojis mans vecvectētiņš – mana tēta vectēvs. Un 
tad es patiesi sastingstu – nekad nebiju ievērojis, 
ka vecopim ir sašķiebies mūsu īpašais odu deguns. 
Paskatos uz tēti un redzu viņa sirsnīgo smaidu – ar 
galvas mājienu viņš apstiprina manu nojautu.

– Jā, jā, tas taču ir viņš! Tas ir odiņš, kura snīpis 
toreiz iecirtās durvīs!

Vecvectēvs, ienācis un ieraudzījis mūs smaidām, 
arī sāk smaidīt. Viņš saprot, ka tētis man ir izstāstījis 
šo atgadījumu.

Smaids rada smaidu!

KRISTĪNE NEIMANE

Kristīne has graduated 
from the Faculty of 
Pedagogy and 
Psychology of the 
University of Latvia. 
Kristīne is optimistic  
and loves nature and 
children. They inspire her 
and teach her to notice 
things that the people 
usually forget when 
growing up.

Illustrator  EVIJA 
TIMMA−NOVIKA

I have been drawing for 
as long as I can 
remember, but my 
interest in book 
illustration comes from 
childhood. I loved to 
make up stories about 
animals and to illustrate 
them. I studied art and 
different art techniques 
first at Janis Rozentāls 
Riga Art School and 
later at the Art Academy 
of Latvia. My challenge 
in book illustration is to 
effectively visualize the 
words so that I can 
clearly communicate 
with the viewer 
(especially a young 
one). Sometimes it is 
hard to faithfully 
translate the idea in  
my head onto a piece  
of paper, but that is 
another challenge  
I love to solve.

# kindness, courage, family, family stories
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Dace Krēsliņa

PASAKA PAR JŪRAS DZIESMU

TALE OF THE SONG OF THE SEA

Illustrator Dace Krēsliņa

“Tale of the Song of the Sea” is a fairy tale 
that follows the courageous daughter of 
a fisherman, driven by desire to help her 
faminestricken village. Fearlessly, she 
ventures into the stormy sea to catch 
fish when no one else dares. There she 
stumbles upon a magical underwater 
realm and uncovers the truth about the 
overfished sea. 

9789934322259
Age 3+
23 × 22,5 cm
36 pages

DACE KRĒSLIŅA

has transformed her 
career from an attorney 
at law to an illustrator 
and children’s book 
author. She has written 
and illustrated two fairy 
tales featuring brave 
young girls who take 
action, embark on 
magical adventures, 
and impact their lives 
and the world around 
them. As a child, Dace 
loved reading fairy 
tales, yet noticed that 
male characters often 
took the leading role. 
Through her books, she 
aims to empower young 
girls to trust in their 
abilities and take charge 
of their own destiny, 
rather than relying on 
others to rescue them. 
Both books have vibrant 
fullspread illustrations 
teeming with intricate 
and rich details. 

# nature, sea, environment, courage, girl power
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Dace Krēsliņa

PASAKA PAR PRINCESI UN MĒNESSDĒLU

THE TALE OF THE PRINCESS AND  
THE MOONSON

Illustrator Dace Krēsliņa

“Tale of the Princess and the Moonson” is 
a fairy tale about a journey of a Princess 
who faces seemingly impossible tasks to 
take charge of her fate and unite with her 
true love, the Son of the Moon. Alongside 
her, a comical and slightly overweight 
cat accompanies her, contributing to the 
narrative solely through illustrations.

9789934314162
Age 3+
23 × 22,5 cm
32 pages

# fantasy, achieving goals, following dreams, girl power



24

AIJA LISOVSKA 
Aija Lisovska is an author 
with an exceptional 
command of language 
and a talent for uncover
ing the humor in the 
serious. In her daily life, 
Aija works as an IT 
specialist, and her stories 
are akin to games and 
animated films rolled  
into one. 

Aija Lisovska

MELNĀ AITA

BLACK SHEEP

Illustrator Marina Heniņa

In the forest, a rejected black 
sheep meets the white sheep 
herd, a recklessly brave rabbit,  
and a solitary white wolf that 
doesn’t eat meat. Rumors 
circulate that somewhere, a black 
sheep flock has been spotted. 
Together, they embark on a quest 
to find it. A tale about what to do 
when you unexpectedly become 
an outsider. How to survive without 
losing one’s essence, learn to 
laugh at failures, and even gain 
friends in the process.

9789934314834
Age 7+ 
25 × 18 cm
128 pages

• LSM (Latvian Public 
Media) Readers’ Award, 
2023 (Dullā diena 
Dundurzālē)

• Nominated for the 
annual Latvian Literature 
Award, 2023 (Black 
Sheep)

• Jānis Baltvilks 
International Prize for 
Children’s Literature  
and Book Art, 2023  
(Black Sheep )

# beeing different, self acceptance,

friendship, courage, cooperation
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Illustrator

MARINA HENIŅA

Marina Henina’s 
illustrations radiate 
sincere and positive 
vibes. Looking at them 
makes you smile, and 
they catch your eye 
every time you are 
passing by. Marina isn’t 
making a mere copy of 
a written story, she 
allows readers to see 
the characters of a story 
from a different angle, 
in a way – telling a story 
of their own. Marina 
draws both digitally and 
using traditional means, 
depending on the story. 
Her illustrations have 
been exhibited both in 
Latvia and abroad.  
She participated in  
the 28th Biennial of 
Illustration in Bratislava 
in 2021. 

•  Nominated for 
“Latvia’s State Forest” 
prize for the best debut 
in children’s literature, 
2019
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AGIJA STAKA

Agija has illustrated 
more than 160 books. 
Her main target 
audience is usually 
rather young, so she has 
illustrated numerous 
collections of fairy tales, 
stories and poetry for 
children, teens and 
young adults. 
Agija generally prefers 
to work in watercolour, 
but she also likes 
papercraft, using fabric 
and various natural 
materials. Agija also 
works with acrylic paint, 
pastels, oil pastels and 
pencil; sometimes she 
uses mixed techniques.
Agija’s education: 
College of Applied Arts, 
Design program;  
BA: Art Academy of 
Latvia, Faculty of Design;  
MA: Art Academy of 
Latvia, Faculty of Visual 
Arts.

9789934061462
9789934310003
Age 3–6
30 × 25 cm 
28 pages

9789934087042
Age 1,5+
20 × 20 cm
10 pages

Agija Staka

ĀPSĒNS PĒCIS NEGRIB MAZGĀTIES

ĀPSĒNS PĒCIS UN BRĪNUMBRILLES 

PETER BADGER DOES NOT LIKE  
TAKING BATH

PETER BADGER AND  
THE WONDERGLASSES

Illustrator Agija Staka

Friendship, joy, encouragement

BOARD BOOK 

Agija Staka. ĀPSĒNA PIEDZĪVOJUMI

THE ADVENTURES OF BADGER

Illustrator Agija Staka

Family duties, humour, fable, animals,

informative, practical

Story books about Peter Badger are 
educational, practical and a great fun!  
Who likes to wash their hands and be 
clean? Not Peter Badger, for sure! In 
the first book he finds out that skipping bath 
brings about sooooooo many problems…  
In the second book he discovers how 
unusual and full of surprises the world is. 
Sometimes you just need glasses  
to see it! 
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Free your mind from the stressORIGINAL ILLUSTRATIONS BY AGIJA STAKA

VIENRADŽI

UNICORNS. 
Colouring book 
with exercises

With an exquisite line, the artist has created 
a mysterious dream world. On these pages 
both – adults and their children, have 
the opportunity to complement the fine 
drawings with their fantasy characters 
and colour them in the most unusual 
combinations. Enjoy the joy of creativity 
and free your mind from the stress!

9789934091681
Age 4+
29 × 20,5 cm
16 pages

I9789934312892
Age 7+

29 × 29 cm; 24 pages

9789934060052
Age 7+, adults
30 × 21 cm
64 pages

NOMODA SAPŅI

AWAKE DREAMING

DINOZAURI  
UN CITI

DINOSAURS 
AND OTHERS

9789934312052
Age 7+
29 × 20,5 cm
16 pages

IZKRĀSO 2023. GADU!

COLOR THE YEAR 2023! 
Calendar
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LITTLE FLYING ELEPHANT DUMBO

HAPPY FAWN BAMBI

Illustrator Agija Staka

Brothers Grimm, Illustrator Agija Staka

THE WOLF AND THE SEVEN YOUNG KIDS.

THREE LITTLE PIGS.

HANSEL AND GRETEL.

LITTLE RED RIDING HOOD

9789934073410; 9789934073397  
9789934072427; 9789934073403
Age 3–6
22 × 29 cm 
16 pages

9789934082825
Age 4+
30 × 22 cm
20 pages

9789934082832
Age 4+
30 × 22 cm
20 pages

World-famous fairy tales have 
been published in new editions with 
contemporary illustrations. 
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LINDA LOŠINA

is a book illustrator and 
designer.

In 2011, they created 
the images of two little 
rats Koko and Riko 
which are already 
beloved by a whole 
generation of young 
readers.
In 2019, the authors 
received several prizes 
for their work, including 
the prestigious 
Copyright Infinity 
Award.
Children love 
the positive mindset, 
attractiveness and 
sparkly humour of Evija 
and Linda, therefore 
the authors often 
receive invitations to 
visit kindergartens and 
schools.

Evija Gulbe, Linda Lošina

KOKO AND RIKO BOOKS

Illustrator Linda Lošina 

The Koko and Riko editions include illustrated storybooks, 
colouring books and task books with stickers, pocket size 
books and cardboard books for toddlers. The little rats also 
came alive in the play by Latvia Puppet Theatre Koko and Riko 
(2017) and the Christmas show with Koko and Riko (2017). 

Fairy-tales, humour, friendship, family, adventure

EVIJA GULBE

is a philologist, author 
of children’s storybooks 
and poetry books, 
teacher and radio 
moderator.

 
9789934020766
9789934052385
9789934071829
9789934092251
Age 2–8
24,5 × 20 cm
52 pages
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KOKO UN RIKO SAPŅO PAR VASARU

KOKO AND RIKO DREAM OF SUMMER

The book tells about two little rats who 
have caught a cold. In order to feel better 
on a cold winter day Koko and Riko dream 
about summer activities.

Pictures, playing, humour, education, safety

9789934087028
9789934087035
Age 1,5+
20 × 20 cm
10 pages

The colouring, activity and sticker books of this series include a lot of funny scenes from 
the life of the rat family. In the company of the two little rats, children can have fun and 
learn some useful skills – to distinguish colours, to know letters, figures and opposites, 
to take first steps to writing, and get acquainted with mathematics and life sciences. This 
way they will learn easily, through play.

Colouring, activity, tasks, stickers, education, humour

BOARD BOOKS FOR BABIES

Evija Gulbe, Linda Lošina

KOKO UN RIKO NIEKOJAS

KOKO AND RIKO ARE HAVING FUN

The book tells the story of a cheerfully and 
lazily spent day with pancake eating. When 
the day ends, someone has to wash dishes, 
and it’s not so much fun.
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9789934069703
Age 3–6
17 × 23 cm
32 pages

IEVA MELGALVE

Ieva Melgalve is 
primarily a writer of 
science fiction and 
fantasy, with influences 
of literary and 
experimental genres. 
Her first short story and 
stage play collection 
the Point of No Losses 
(Bezzaudējumu punkts) 
was published in 1999.  
In 2013, SF stage play 
Inhumanity (Necilvēki) 
was self-published, and 
a fantasy novel 
the Dead Do Not 
Forgive (Mirušie 
nepiedod) was 
published and 
subsequently 
nominated for 
the Annual Latvian 
Literary Award. Her 
book Arrow, Star and 
Laee (Bulta, Zvaigzne 
un Laī) was published in 
2014, also shortlisted for 
the Annual Latvian 
Literature Award. Ieva’s 
most current works are 
the detective novel 
Cool Mind (2018) and 
two picture books for 
children Mommy Who 
Ate Children (2017)  
and the Real People 
(2019).

Ieva Melgalve. MAMMA, KAS APĒDA BĒRNUS

THE MUMMY WHO ATE CHILDREN

Illustrator Anita Rupeika

Once upon a time there lived a mum who ate children... No, it is not a horror tale, but 
a funny picture book to read and enjoy together with your child. The book helps children 
understand that eventually they will grow up and learn to be independent.  
After spending time together in laughter and game (“I am going to eat you now!”) it is 
high time to hug each other!

Picture book, games, little childrenFull English translation available. 
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9789934079320
Age 5–8
29.5 × 24 cm
32 pages

ANITA RUPEIKA

Anita is a Latvian 
illustrator of children’s 
books and an animation 
and comics artist. 
As an illustrator of fairy 
tales and stories 
she also remembers to 
indulge the child that 
dwells within every 
adult, as her works are 
meant not just for 
children but also their 
parents and all other 
grown-up fairy tale 
readers.
Anita’s works have been 
exhibited both in Latvia 
and abroad – in 
a comics festival in 
Belgrade, Serbia (2016) 
and in the Biennial of 
Illustrations in 
Bratislava, Slovakia 
(2017). 

Ieva Melgalve, Anita Rupeika. ĪSTI CILVĒKI

THE REAL PEOPLE

Illustrator Anita Rupeika

The unusual and witty story of real people created by writer Ieva Melgalve is 
highly contemporary. It will develop children's vivid and abstract thinking skills. 
Its multilayered views make the book interesting for adults, too. The illustrations 
by artist Anita Rupeika perfectly complement the author’s idea and highlight 
the book’s multidimensionality.

Contemporary illustrated children’s books, discussion
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# animals, interaction with nature,

birds, emotions

The book is suitable 
for children 
learning to read 
and was created 
in collaboration 
with Dmitrijs Boiko, 
an ornithologist from 
the Latvian Museum 
of Natural History, 
who believes that 
“CLICKCLICK!” 
is an excellent 
educational 
resource for the  
first step in 
ornithology.

This book is

published in Latvian

and Ukrainian

languages.

9789934098574
Age 4+
27 × 21 cm
44 pages

Daila Ozola 

KLIKKLIK!

CLICK-CLICK!

Illustrator Agate Lielpētere

“CLICKCLICK!” is a humorous story for preschool 
and early elementary schoolage children, about 
human interaction with nature. Its main character 
is the European Goldcrest, the smallest bird in 
Europe, who ventures into a snowy forest in search 
of the source of unusual clicking sounds. There he 
encounters many other birds that have endured 
the winter in the forest, until he identifies the culprit 
behind the clicking sound.
The story’s author, Daila Ozola, has made an effort  
to not only showcase language diversity but also 
maintain a sense of suspense with just a few 
sentences. The meticulously crafted, clever, vibrant, 
and endearing bird illustrations in the application 
were created by the artist Agate Lielpētere.

Illustrator

AGATE LIELPĒTERE

Agate Lielpētere is 
a visual artist, illustrator, 
and designer. She holds 
a BA degree in graphic 
art from the Art 
Academy of Latvia and 
is currently undergoing 
MA studies in 
contemporary visual 
practices, in Ljubljana, 
Slovenia. Her work can 
be described as diverse 
and witty. Agate states 
that her “bad sense 
of humor” runs in 
the family – blame 
them!

DAILA OZOLA

is a translator and 
writer. She has studied 
biology, pedagogy and 
literary writing and 
worked as a teacher in 
a Waldorf preschool. 
She is also a keen 
gardener. Currently, 
Daila is translating 
fiction from the Estonian 
language. “ClikClik” is 
her first book.

Estonia
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9789934083747
Age 5+
35 × 25 cm
20 pages

Ruta Svaža

SAJAUKTĀS PASAKAS

MIXED UP FAIRY-TALES

Illustrator Gusts Linkevičs

The author brings us into a situation created 
by original fantasy, where the characters 
of several fairy tales are mixed up. This is 
an opportunity to encourage a child to read 
all the popular fairytales used in the story.

RUTA SVAŽA
is a writer and 
translator. She 
is the author of 
a series of exciting 
picture books about 
a little girl Baiba. 
Incredible, thrilling 
adventures, which 
take place in the real 
and dream world, 
make young readers 
to think of friendship, 
devotion, bravery, 
and sense of 
responsibility, as 
well as they teach 
children to create 
their own fantasy 
world. 

# fantasy, courage, humour, adventure, 

encourages reading

Estonia
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9789934317989
Age 5+
35 × 25 cm
20 pages

Ruta Svaža

MURIS ZOODĀRZĀ

FELIX AT THE ZOO

Illustrator Gusts Linkevičs

This is an amusing story about small girl called Baiba who goes to the 
Zoo with her mom. Baiba meets different animals – a large and scary 
hippopotamus, flamingos dancing ballet and meerkats who unexpect
edly talk to her! What an adventure starts! Surprises follow one after 
the other and at the end of the story something incredible happens – 
Baiba meets her beloved missing cat Felix, who has found his place 
among the animals of the Zoo!

# humour, animals, friendship, 

finding your way
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9789934313776
Age 6+
22 × 15 cm
152 pages

Ruta Svaža

PELESDĒLS GUDRINIEKS

MOUSESON THE WISE 

Illustrator Gusts Linkevičs

Incredible, but, yes, a little mouse tries to save its 
homeland, the Deep Forest, from death – eternal 
darkness. On the risky way, he meets funny and 
quite dangerous creatures, some of them are 
friends, others – enemies. Mouseson experiences 
a lot of dramatic adventures travelling through 
Deep Forest to Giant Monster’s house hidden in 
faraway mountains. Nobody really believes in 
Mouseson’s success... 

# fantasy, humour, adventure, courage,

persistance, ingenuity

Illustrator

GUSTS LINKEVIČS

Gusts Linkevičs ir a 
programmer and 
talented, selftaught 
freelance illustrator.  
He mainly works with 
watercolor, ink and 
pencils. Books with his 
illustrations have been 
published in Latvia, 
Estonia and Australia. 
He participated in  
the ambitious project 
“100 Latvian Fairytales”, 
being among 100 
Latvian illustrators.  
The main goal of his 
illustrations is  
to encourage children  
to read.  
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The realm of Totland was ruled over by 
a king but, despite this, the most important 
and highbred person in the whole land, 
the whole universe perhaps, was without 
doubt that noble creature, Von Sniffsnuff, 
known to his friends simply as Sniffsnuff. 
Rather surprisingly, this noble personage 
resided in quite a humble abode; a small 
house behind three pine trees. And any 
hearsay that he was lazy and untidy was 
certainly no more than meanspririted, idle 
gossip. As the aristocracy did not generally 
lower themselves to doing household 

chores, Minna, a lady robot, did them for 
him. Besides, Sniffsnuff was a leading light 
in the evolution of civilisation in Totland, 
a light that shone brightest when someone 
was in dire need of his assistance and, at 
such moments, he certainly had to time 
for sweeping fluffballs out from beneath 
the bed. 

One morning, after enjoying a hearty 
breakfast, instead of browsing through 
the newspaper and that day’s letters, 
Von Sniffsnuff sat dozing in his rocking 
chair. And why shouldn’t he? Although,  

9789934079207
Age 7+
25 × 18 cm
144 pages

ARNO JUNDZE

Arno Jundze is a Latvian 
prose writer, cultural 
journalist and literary 
critic. He has hosted 
several culture TV 
programs. Arno Jundze 
is an editor of the 
cultural news section 
for one of the biggest 
newspapers in Latvia, 
and helps in shaping 
country’s most 
important art and 
literature forums. He 
writes for children as 
well as young adults 
and adults. Several of 
his books for children 
have been included in 
Children’s Reading 
program. His books for 
adults have been 
nominated for all major 
literary awards in Latvia

Šušnirks izlasīja vēstuli un tad vēlreiz ielūkojās aploksnē. 
Tur bija arī zīmīte, ko ķeburainiem burtiem acīmredzot bija 
rakstījis pats Mazulis.

Šušnirk, lūdzu, neatsaki! Mēs varētu jauki padau-

zīties. Tas būtu tik vareni! Tu pat iedomāties nevari, 

cik. 

Šušnirks juta, kā viņu pārņem salda smeldze. No vienas 
puses, vecajā namelī bija tik ērti, patīkami un klusi. Īpaši tad, 
kad robotene mājkalpotāja neuzbāzās ar mūžīgajiem aizrādīju-
miem par nekārtību. 

No otras puses, jauki padauzīties patiešām būtu vareni.

# adventure, children’s storybook, friendship, humour

• Nominated for  
Jānis Baltvilks 
International Prize for 
Children’s Literature 
and Book Art, 2020 
(Sniffsnuff and The Kid 
from Totland)

Arno Jundze

ŠUŠNIRKS UN PAZEMES BUBUĻI

SNIFFSNUFF AND THE UNDERGROUND FRIGHTS

Illustrator Kristīne Martinova 
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if Sniffsnuff had actually read one of the letters 
that came that day, he might not have agreeed to 
the proposition put to him. But that was just how things 
happened to go. So, when there was a knock at the door 
and it was opened to reveal the multifeet messenger, 
politely inquiring whether Sniffsnuff consented to 
the proposition made to him, Sniffsnuff agreed witho ut 
really knowing what was going on. It was most certainly 
a wrong move. Sniffsnuff had assented to look after 
the most boisterous, badlybehaved Tot in the kingdom 
whose mother and father had been blown who knew 
where in a hurricane. The pair were yet to return home 
and someone was needed to take care of little Tot. 

Sniffsnuff devoted himself wholeheartedly to raising 
Tot; an intelligent little thing who did not grow much in 
height, refused to take anything seriously and got up 
to all sorts of mischief from dawn til dusk. Sometimes 
even at nighttime, too. As time passed, Sniffsnuff 
found himself growing increasingly impatient. Were 
Tot’s parents never coming back? Deciding to take 
the matter into his own hands, Sniffsnuff resolved to 
set off, Tot in tow, in search of the child’s vanished 
parents. Like anyone going on a journey, they bought 
their train tickets and climbed aboard the train, ready 
for a new adventure. Or rather, to continue their 
adventure as life with Tot was one long escapade; 
indeed the ticket collector on the train was certainly 
releved when they finally alighted from the train. 

Having arrived in the big city, the travellers went straight 
to the press in the hope of getting a message out to 
Tot’s parents, only to be greeted with indifference 
and ignorance – no one knew nor cared anything 

about Tot’s parents. Old ladies would go up to Tot and 
pat him on the head, saying ‘there there’ or ‘what 
a poor boy’, and this annoyed Tot greatly. Sniffsnuff 
decided it was time to change tactic; they should go 
up into the mountains, Tot’s parents might be there. 
But all they found was a forlorn, illtempered poet 
who had gone off to live on his own to mourn the loss 
of his unfaithful sweetheart. He was intent on writing 
the most beautiful poem in the world but had, so far, 
only written the first few lines. Tot added to the poem, 
writing another verse that would most certainly not 
be to the poet’s liking and so the pair of travellers 
made a hasty departure without saying goodbye. 

Upon finally reaching the mountain top, Sniffsnuff and 
Tot discovered a secret chamber. It was beautifully 
decorated and contained a number of different lifts, 
all leading down into the Underground World. Pressing 
a button, the pair were whisked downwards and 
towards further adventures  someone down there 
would surely be able to help Tot find his parents. The 
question was, who was that special person who could 
assist them? Was it the deceitful King or perhaps his 
whimsical daughter, the TightropeWalker Princess, or 
maybe even one of the state counsellors? Of course, 
nothing came for free. Sniffsnuff had to call upon every 
last drop of his innate nobility and brilliance in order 
to fulfil the task the King had set him, namely to free 
the Underground World of the Terrible Frights that 
had invaded his domain, possibly having wandered 
in from another story. But it all ended happily and Tot 
finally enjoyed a jubilant reunion with his parents. 

Translated by Žanete VēverePaskvalīni

134 135 122 123

zādzība veiksmīgi izdotos un Reņģu bubulim nerastos ne 
mazākās aizdomas, ka viņš tiek apkrāpts. Tiklīdz viltotās 
reņģes būs nozagtas, nekavējoties sūtiet ziņnesi!  

– Tiks izdarīts! – iesaucās iekšlietu padomnieks un aizri-
pināja pielādētos divričus uz pili.  

Savukārt Šušnirks sagaidīja tumsu un devās izlūkgājienā 
uz Reņģu bubuļa midzeni. Viņš ieradās pret rītu, nosmērējies 
ar dubļiem, slapjš un piekusis. 

Nākamajā vakarā pie viņiem atskrēja ziņnesis. 
– Reņģu konservi ir nozagti, – viņš sazvērnieciski pazi-

ņoja, piemiedza ar aci un aizsteidzās tālāk savās darīšanās. 
– Ahā! – iesaucās Šušnirks, kad ziņnesis bija prom. – Laiks 

rīkoties. Vēli man veiksmi, Mazuli! 
Tad Šušnirks uzmauca uz pieres sarkano beretīti un bez-

bailīgi devās cīņā. Viņš piezagās ienaidnieka midzenim tieši 
laikā, lai redzētu Reņģu bubuļa uzvaras deju ap nozagto 
reņģu kārbu kaudzi. 
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9789934317293
Age 9+
25 × 18 cm
144 pages

Illustrator

KRISTĪNE MARTINOVA 

is an illustrator who 
pays great attention 
to creating the mood 
of the book. She studied 
at the Art Academy 
of Latvia. She made her 
debut as a children’s 
book illustrator with 
Arno Jundze’s story 
Shushnirk and the Kid 
from Totland. While 
studying for the Master’s 
degree, Kristīne paid 
particular attention 
to the illustration 
of the books. In 2020,  
in the framework 
of the Bologna Book 
Fair, she participates in 
the exhibition What 
happened until now?.

# adventure, humour, 

children’s storybook, 

friendship 

• Nominated for the 
Golden Appletree 
Award, 2019

• Nominated for the 
Latvia’s State Forest 
Prize for best debut in 
children’s literature, 
2020

Tot was spending an unplanned holiday 
at Sniffsnuff’s house (after accidently 
turning his school upside down) when an 
unexpected letter arrived from the House 
in the Middle of Nowhere. It was from 
the butler of the country residence, Boris, 
writing to seek Sniffsnuff’s assistance in 
liberating the house, which belonged to 

his university chum, Lord Perkins, from 
the ghosts that were haunting it. Tot’s 
parents granted their permission and, 
accompanied by a very pernickety Travel 
Bag, the pair prepared to leave on their 
ghosthunting mission. Just as they were 
about to set off, the pilot, Leopold Ball 
called on Sniffsnuff, requesting permission 

Arno Jundze

ŠUŠNIRKS UN SPOKU MUIŽA

SNIFFSNUFF AND THE HAUNTED MANOR

Illustrator Kristīne Martinova 
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to lay an aeroplane runway in his garden. When 
this had been accomplished, the group of travellers 
took to the air for a lengthy flight, made all the more 
arduous for Sniffsnuff as he had to listen politely 
to Tot’s endless chatter about all he had learned in 
school, not to mention the Travel Bag’s interminable 
whims and Pilot Ball’s nonstop repartee. Following 
a jolting ride in a carriage along a very poorly made 
road, Von Sniffsnuff and his band of companions 
finally reached the House in the Middle of Nowhere.  

Something untoward was certainly afoot in the country 
house. Lord Perkins and his butler, Boris, kept 
disappearing and reappearing, each time seemingly 
taller or shorter than the last time they had been 
seen. Maybe they were possessed by some sort of 
spirits, or perhaps their mysterious doubles were at 
work. Putting his brilliant mind to solving the case, 
Sniffsnuff could see they were all in mortal danger 
and a great struggle lay in store for them all. 

Sniffsnuff delved into all the old papers in the library 
in search of information which might shed light on 
the peculiar goingson in the House in the Middle 
of Nowhere. Tot, meanwhile, took part in a night
time speed rally, racing in his bed through the long 
corridors and endless annexes of the vast country 
house with a Police Sofa, complete with headlights and 
megaphone, in hot pursuit. Another bed, which spoke 
with the voice of Tot’s mother, kept out of the scary 
chase. Tot eventually reached an enchanted domain 
located in a faraway, secret part of the immense 
cellars where he had a whale of a time with a group 

of friendly, playful ghosts. These good spirits warned 
Tot that there was an evil ghost lurking in the property 
who wanted to banish both Lord Perkins and all 
the friendly ghosts from the House in the Middle 
of Nowhere and keep it all for himself. However, in 
accordance with the Ghosts’ Code of Honour, they 
could not reveal the name of this malevolent phantom. 

The following morning, waking up back in his bedroom, 
Tot was unsure whether the events of the previous 
night had really happened or had just been a dream. 
Sniffsnuff came to the rescue; his careful searching in 
the library and the workings of his brilliant mind and 
enabled him to decipher the encrypted documents 
he had found there. An intellectually stimulating 
conversation with a teapot then led him to be certain 
as to what was truly going on in the House in the Middle 
of Nowhere. After Tot had recounted his adventures 
from the night before, the pair were equipped with 
special monocles invented by Professor Screw which 
allowed them to see ghosts, even if they were hiding. 
The heroic twosome was now ready for the final battle 
with Baron Murmulier – the wicked ghost who had 
possessed the chef, Pierre, and had been playing 
horrible tricks on everyone and smelling absolutely 
foul. Sniffsnuff’s many talents saved the day and Lord 
Perkins, Boris the Butler and the realm of friendly 
ghosts were all freed from Baron Murmulier’s evil 
grasp. But it was Tot’s genuine, loving care which 
released the friendly ghosts, Elmer and Soup, from 
the torment of having to haunt the house and the two 
were turned into twinkling stars in the night sky. 
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Written in the tradition of the great fantasy 
tales of C. S. Lewis and J. K. Rowling, 
“Christopher and the Order of Shadows” is 
a delightful mix of adventure, imagination 
and subtle humour which will not fail to 
capture young teens and their parents 
alike. Christopher is a common fourteen
yearold boy who lives in Riga, in a little 
basement flat with an elderly relative. 
Nobody, including himself, thinks the boy  
is someone special. But on the very last  
day of an equally common school year 
strange events start to happen around 
Christopher. First, the boy on a bus trip to 
school is addressed by a weird man who 
is holding something which reminds of 
a… sewing machine. “Whatever happens, 
keep calm,” he advises. “The Order of 
Shadows will take care of you.” Christopher 

has no idea whatsoever what this mystical 
Order of Shadows is and what it wants 
from him; he just wants to be left alone. 
But then the unexpected happens: after 
an unpleasant but quite ordinary fight 
with his bossy classmates in school cellar 
an unfamiliar car picks Christopher up 
and a mad chase begins which takes 
the boy out of the places he knows... 
and, surprisingly, also out of the time he 
knows. Christopher will travel both Rome 
and Paris, be involved with superhuman 
future technologies, travel in time, discover 
secrets kept by strange historic places in 
his native Riga and, above all! be forced 
to make friends with the unbearable 
redheaded knowitall – his classmate 
Catherine…. But that is not nearly all – 
the real adventures are just about to begin!

Arno Jundze

KRISTOFERS UN ĒNU ORDENIS 

KRISTOFERS AND THE ORDER OF SHADOWS

9789934084096
Age 9–14
20 × 13 cm
304 pages

Sample translation

available: English
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ZLATA’S JOURNEY (ZLATAS CEĻŠ) 

In the statistics, the number of children 
killed in the RussiaUkraine war are 
stated matteroffactly. But how many 
other children have been the victims 
of this war; their health compromised 
for life and their loved ones lost? How 
many children have had to say farewell 
to their childhoods and be forced into 
adulthood in matter of months, in order 
simply to survive? These figures will 
not emerge for years to come, maybe 
never at all. 

This book was inspired by the author’s 
meeting with a Ukrainian family he 
hosted in his family home and who, 
during their stay, recounted to him 
their experiences and memories. Many 
details and figures in the book are 
based on real events whereas others 
are fictional. 

Zlata and her father leave their home 
in Merefa in the Ukrainian region 
of Harkiv for the house of friends. Once 
there, Zlata meets her friend Olenka 
and the two girls talk about the events 
of the war and discuss the difficulties 
of the long distance learning they must 
now follow in order to complete their 
Grade 7 studies. The girls are angry 
with the adults for not telling them 
the truth about the course of the war 
and both are deeply worried about 
their respective fathers. Zlata’s father 
is a National Security IT specialist, 
a job which counts as military service, 
while Olenka’s father is employed 
by a utility service unit, charged with 
reconditioning decommissioned 
heating, electricity and water systems. 

As the fighting draws closer, their 
friends, the Berezins, decide to journey 
to the home of relatives and the girls 

are separated. Zlata and her father, 
Dmytro, are soon also on the move 
again, this time to another village in 
the Harkiv region in search of Zlata’s 
grandmother whom they have been 
unable to contact by phone. Zlata 
insists on going with her father, not 
wanting to be left behind on her own, 
but along the way he leaves her to wait 
for his and her grandmother’s return 
and continues on his own. 

However, her father fails to return that 
evening and not even the following 
day; neither does he answer her 
phone calls. At this point, Zlata resolves 
to search for her grandmother herself 
and sets off on a journey which, 
unbeknown to her at the outset, will 
take her over the frontier of Ukraine 
and into a small town in Latvia – 
Tukums.

From the very start of her journey, 
Zlata is aware of the military check 
points along the main routes and so 
follows secondary roads until she 
comes to a large nature reserve. There 
she meets an elderly hunter whose 
home has been destroyed and who 
now sleeps in a deserted camping hut, 
going out to hunt every evening and 
stealing from the enemy in revenge for 
the murder of his fellow villagers. 

The hunter promises Zlata that he will 
go to her grandmother’s home under 
the cover of night and try to find out 
what has become of her. He returns 
with the tragic news that the house 
has been reduced to rubble and that 
her grandmother has been killed and 
buried in her own garden. 

The following day, Zlata resolves to go 

DZINTARS TILAKS

Dzintars Tilaks is a radio journalist, moderator, editor, producer and DJ. At the moment he is working 
as the producer of the Radio Theatre. He is the author of 20 books for children and adults and has also 
illustrated a few of his books. Dzintars Tilak’s works have been nominated several times for “Baltvilka 
blava”, the most prestigious Latvian award in children’s literature. Several of his works have won 
the main prize in the annual “Jury of children, youth and parents” organized by the National Library 
of Latvia and some of his books are even included as recommended reading for national schools. 

His latest novel for young readers “Zlata’s Journey” (10+) has been on the bestselling titles list from 
the moment it was published and has received the highest praise from the national press. 

9789934314308
Age 11+
22 × 15 cm
144 pages

• First place in the 
Children and Youth 
Jury, 2023  
(Zlata's Journey)

• Included in “The White 
Ravens”international 
children’s and youth 
book catalogue 2024
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and see for herself. As she reaches the highway, she is 
met with the terrifying sight of burnt out cars bearing 
many bullet holes. Amongst these cars, she sees that 
of her father. Traces of blood on the car and freshly dug 
earth by the side of the road, clearly shallow graves, are 
testament to the fact that people have been killed and 
buried right there, by the side of the road. The dreadful 
truth that she has lost her father dawns on Zlata, along 
with the realisation that her carefree childhood is over 
and nothing will ever be the same again. From now on, 
she is all alone and must take care of herself. 

Searching for somewhere to spend the night, Zlata 
finds a country dwelling on the outskirts of a village 
where she meets Nona, a Tatarian from Crimea. Nona 
tells her that enemy forces are stationed on the other 
side of the village where they are requisitioning 
and castigating the locals. The following day, Zlata 
tries to continue her journey but is apprehended by 
the Russian Army at a check point. Their intention is 
to send Zlata, along with the other woman and children 
from the village, towards Russia. Despite hearing that 
checks are made of the digital contents of all electronic 
devices, she decides not to delete the photos of her 
father in military uniform from her phone and, by 
an act of subterfuge, succeeds in hiding her phone 
and then fleeing. The plan is successful but Zlata is 
unable to return for her hidden phone. Nona then cuts 
Zlata’s long hair and dresses her in her son’s clothes in 
the hope it will make her safer on her journey. 

With the sandwiches Nona has given her, Zlata sets off; 
she needs to try and reach Kramatorsk and from there 
board one of the trains taking refugees to Lviv and then 
across the Polish border and on into Latvia. 

Zlata’s mother had died some months previously. 
She had named her Zlata, or Zeltite, meaning gold in 
Latvian, her mother tongue. With both parents now 
dead, the only family left to Zlata are grandparents in 
Latvia. Without a phone, there is no way of calling them 
so the only option is to embark on the journey to Latvia. 

She meets a host of characters along the way, spending 
the chilly spring nights wherever she finds a safe haven 
and a little warmth. 

She spends one night is an abandoned church and 
another in a sauna house. Another night, sheltering in 
a shed, she finds herself in the midst of an air raid. She 
runs from the shed and takes refuge in the basement 
of a house where the owners are also sheltering. 
The son gives Zlata a bicycle to help her on her way 
and an elderly man gives her a map providing useful 
directions.

The following night, Zlata again takes refuge in a shed 
but she has developed a terrible cough and is unable 
to sleep. In the morning, she is found by an elderly 
Russian woman who takes her in and nurses her back 

to health. She has cut all ties with her daughter in 
Moscow; convinced as she is that there is no war and 
the Russian troops in Ukraine are liberators. The elderly 
Russian is angry and indignant at this ‘liberation’, seeing 
as people in Ukraine are dying regardless of nationality. 

Zlata continues her journey. Cycling, it is obviously 
easier to travel along the highways but Zlata is again 
intercepted at a Russian check point. Just as she is 
about to have her bicycle confiscated and get sent 
to a refugee camp in Izjum, a carload of refugees pulls 
up and Zlata manages to grab her bike and disappear. 

That night is spent in an abandoned school where Zlata 
meets more people, each of whom has a different 
story, situation and attitude to the war. Zlata learns that 
Kramatorsk station has been damaged in an air raid but 
decides to continue in that direction, having no other 
options open to her. 

She eventually reaches Kramatorsk where she gives her 
bike to a doctor and boards a train. 

Crammed full of refugees, the train departs for western 
Ukraine. The carriages remain unlit so as not to be 
a visible target for enemy planes yet the passengers 
remain in good spirits, sharing food and life stories.

When the train terminates in Lviv, Zlata takes a bus 
to the Polish border. She lends a hand to a mother and 
her two children and, as they get chatting, she discovers 
they are also headed for Riga, Latvia. 

When Zlata finally reaches Riga she is taken 
to the refugee reception centre where she learns that 
locating her grandparents will be no easy task. The last 
time she saw them was when she was just six years old 
and she doesn’t know their address; she can’t even 
remember the name of their village. Added to which, 
her grandparents’ surname is one of the most common 
in Latvia. It is only with the help of a volunteer worker in 
the centre that Zlata’s fragmented childhood memories 
are somehow pieced together and they are able 
to locate her grandparents’ address in Tukums. 

Zlata is given the warmest of welcomes by her grand
parents and the sense of homecoming, love and peace 
are almost overwhelming. But in her mind, Zlata is still 
in Ukraine and she is haunted by the wish to return and 
give her loved ones a proper burial. One day, Grandma 
comes to Zlata almost beside herself with joy – she has 
received a phone call and Dmytro is alive! He had been 
picked up on the roadside after the attack by passersby 
and taken to the local hospital where he received 
lifesaving treatment. As soon as he was well enough, 
he had started looking for his daughter but all to no 
avail. Eventually, he gave up and decided to call his in
laws to tell them their granddaughter was missing, only 
to find that she was safe and sound there in Latvia with 
them! Dmytro and Zlata then delight in a joyful reunion. 
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